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The Results 

Results of the 2024 UK General Election can be found on 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4nglegege1o 
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“The Labour Party has won a landslide victory in the 2024 general 
election.  
 
The party has taken 412 seats giving it a majority of 174. It is the worst 
Conservative result in terms of seats in history, with the party on 121.  
The Liberal Democrats have their highest tally since 1923, taking 72 
seats. The SNP have nine seats. Reform UK have five and Plaid Cymru 
and the Green Party have four each.  
 
Some 23 seats were won by other parties, all in Northern Ireland, and 
independent candidates. 
 
The biggest gap on record has emerged between the share of the vote 
won nationally by parties and the number of seats they have gained.” 
(Source: BBC – as link mentioned above) 

 

The difference between the Conservatives and Labour in percentage terms has hardly 
changed in months and the campaign did little to alter this. Generally the discussion we had in 
the Diplomatic Academy in April proved correct. 

At the time there were several unknowns including the date of the election and whether Farage 
and Reform would stand. He declared his intention to stand in Clacton, former UKIP and Brexit 
territory, one week into the campaign which was a disaster for the Tories. 

He won the seat and enters the House of Commons for the first time and is accompanied by 
a few other Brexit MPs. Considering the election system this was quite an achievement. 

The Tories got hammered by Reform but also especially in the South by the Liberal Democrats 
who ran a fun campaign with serious issues and surprised the pundits. 

The SNP in Scotland was decimated by the surge to Labour but the extent of their losses was 
perhaps surpising. 

 

A First Analysis 

The task for Sunak was enormous and it was clear after the debacle under Liz Truss that what 
James Callaghan had called a “Sea Change” was in full swing. See also 
https://www.wienerzeitung.at/h/eine-politische-zeitenwende-in-grossbritannien (facsimile next 
page). 
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Despite that the enthusiasm for Labour is lukewarm. The votes against both the SNP and the 
Tories reflected the fact that a long term in power can lead to smugness with corruption 
charges and scandals. Changing the leaders failed to convince voters. The results showed the 
old adage that governments lose elections to be true. Divided parties also fail to impress. 

Just before the election there was speculation that the Conservatives would even be the third 
largest party in parliament and not even get 100 seats. This proved to be incorrect and some 
in the party were quietly relieved when the exit poll came in. Nevertheless they will have to 
work hard to come even remotely near to winning the next election. 

Turn-out was under 60 percent (see table below for some comparisons). 

Also for comparison the distribution of seats in recent years since the Commons has comprised 
650 Members. 

The ABS is looking forward to receiving your views and comments! 

 

 
 
Since 2010, 650 Seats in Commons  Selected Elections 
(on election day) excluding others Share of the Vote % (rounded up) 
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